Book Club Discussion Guide

1. The novel is divided between Shibby at eleven and Shibby
at forty-five. How did your understanding of the child change
once you met the adult version of her? In what ways does the
adult Shibby still carry the eleven-year-old within her?

2. Nanna Magee exerts control through religion, routine, and
fear of disgrace. How does her authority function differently
when Shibby is a child versus when Shibby reflects on her as
an adult? Is Nanna Magee's behavior shaped more by bigotry,
or by resentment born of feeling deceived and diminished?

3. Shibby's mother is absent, yet a maternal surrogate shapes
her at every age. How does that caregiver influence Shibby's
understanding of safety and love in childhood? How does the
adult Shibby assess that relationship differently, if at all?

No more grain in the ould silo, mo ghra!

4, Part Il revisits emotional territory introduced in Part |, but from an adult perspective. Which childhood
moments take on new meaning when seen through adult Shibby's eyes? What does time clarify—and
what does it fail to resolve?

5. At forty-five, Shibby reflects on a pattern of relationships marked by imbalance or harm. How do these
adult relationships echo her early experiences? Does the novel suggest repetition as inevitable, habitual,
or something that can be interrupted?

6. Although Shibby and Dorah are twins, they respond very differently to the same childhood conditions.
How do their temperaments, choices, or coping strategies diverge at eleven—and how are those
differences reflected in their lives at forty-five?

7. In adulthood, Shibby finds periods of stability through her work rather than through family life. What
does work offer her that home never did?

8. Silence operates as a survival strategy throughout the novel. How does silence protect the child
Shibby? How does it limit or constrain the adult Shibby? At what point does silence become a habit
rather than a shield?

9. Consider where the novel leaves Shibby at forty-five. What has she learned? What remains unresolved?
Does the ending feel like an arrival, a reckoning, a happy ending—or a pause?

10. Looking back over the novel as a whole, which moment or relationship most clearly shaped the person
Shibby becomes by forty-five?



